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Putting Covid-19 Lockdowns into Perspective —- Kashmir 


The Kashmir Conflict 


Following the 1947 partitioning of India after centuries of British colonial rule, the new 
Muslim-majority country of Pakistan was established and was immediately a rival to Hindu 
dominated India. 


Princely states that weren’t under British rule could choose to join either Pakistan or India, 
or to remain independent. Muslim-majority Jammu and Kashmir was ruled by a Hindu 
prince at the time, and he chose independence. 


However, due to pressure from Pakistan and India, Kashmir ended up being temporarily 
split between the two countries. Since then, there has been a conflict between the two 
countries over Kashmir. To this day, Muslim citizens within India-occupied Kashmir want 
to be free of its control. Some citizens want complete independence, while some want to 
be merged with Pakistan due to it being a Muslim-majority land. However, there is a desire 
amongst many of the people for Kashmir to become ruled by Islam. 


The Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir have suffered greatly through the oppression dealt 
out by the Islamophobic Indian regime. They have been killed, imprisoned and abused due 
to their religion and their desire to live under the shade of Islam. 


Kashmir Lockdown (One and A Half Years) 


On August 5th 2019, the Indian occupation forces imposed a lockdown in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Indian government abrogated Article 370 and Article 35A of the Indian 
Constitution, which had given Kashmir a “special status” and autonomy over most of its 
affairs. Following constitutional amends, the BJP is tightening its grasp over Jammu and 
Kashmir. 


Markets and roads were closed, food and medicine shortages are widespread, prices have 
been skyrocketing, and a massive number of the population have lost their jobs. The Indian 
military detained hundreds of ‘political activists’ and imposed curfew restrictions across 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


The Covid-19 pandemic gave the Indian government an excuse to extend the lockdown, 
but it was merely a continuation of their oppression. On the 5th of February 2021, India 
stated that they would lift the 3G/4G internet ban on Kashmir, but it is clear that their 
tyranny and interference is far from over. Driven by malice and a fierce hatred towards 
Islam, the oppressors accuse Muslims of many different crimes, and many Muslims’ lives 
are taken during operations carried out by the Indian occupation forces in a clear attempt 
to instil fear into the hearts of the people and to subjugate them. Nevertheless, the 
Muslims of Kashmir maintain their resistance. 





Covid-19 Pandemic and Lockdowns Worldwide 


Since the beginning of the 2020, the Covid-19 Pandemic has resulted in over 2 million 
deaths and there have been over 100 million cases worldwide, causing an atmosphere of 
panic, fear and confusion in many places. In order to restrict the virus’ spread, many 
governments have imposed multiple temporary lockdowns over the course of the last 
year. 


A year on, many employees are still working from home; other businesses have been 
unable to operate due to the lockdown restrictions, with many failing. It is natural for both 
employers and employees to be frustrated by the impact of lockdown. Moreover, people 
usually spend their breaks with their families/friends or on holidays at home or abroad, but 
new travel restrictions have led to frustration that we can’t travel as freely as before, or 
even enter the homes of others in many places. 


Places of worship have also been closed in many places on numerous occasions, and so 
Muslims have been unable to attend Jumu‘ah prayers. Even ‘Id prayers were suspended 
across many countries. The Masjid is a hub for the Muslim community - a centre of 
worship, learning and brotherhood/sisterhood. It is very strange to not be able to sit ina 
Halagqah or to learn from our teachers and Shuyukh directly, face-to-face. Despite a 
transition to virtual learning and Da‘wah, the effects of the pandemic have been felt by us 
all in both dunyawi aspects of life, and more importantly in the imani aspects for many 
people. 


Appreciating blessings and remembering the Ummah 


Naturally, all of these restrictions are frustrating, especially over such a lengthy period; but 
we cannot forget that this is a huge trial from Allah which we must approach in the correct 
manner with patience and gratitude. A reminder that no one among us is safe from trials 
and tests. 


“And We will surely test you with something of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth and 
lives and fruits, but give good tidings to the patient, Who, when disaster strikes them, say, 
‘Indeed we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him we will return.’” 


Sirah al-Baqarah (2): 155-6 


Muslims must have hope in Allah always and not respond to tests with ingratitude. We 
should prepare ourselves for when this ends, and remind ourselves how our freedom to 
move around, work, see each other, and pray together in the Masajid, are huge favours 
which Allah has bestowed upon us, which we must appreciate and make the most of whilst 
they are available to us, rather than waiting until we lose them to before we start caring. 


This is a powerful reminder that it wasn’t us who put ourselves in (or took ourselves out 
of) the Masajid before, but it was Allah who allowed us in, and it is He who can prevent us 
from attending too. 





Whilst many of us lived freely for much of our lives, many Muslims have faced much 
repression over the years, and only now have many of us tasted just a fraction of what 
they have lived through — and barely still. We should not need to wait for such calamities 
to befall us before we remember our brothers and sisters who are experiencing this on a 
more unbearable scale. Many Muslim are unable to attend the Masjid with ease; manyare 
harassed or prevented entry, like in al-Quds. 


Even when our lockdown lifts, when we are able to visit family or go to the Masjid, the 
people of Kashmir and many other Muslims lands will still be living with oppression and 
inhumane restrictions, treated like prisoners and criminals in their own land. We must 
make ourselves aware of the situation of the Muslims, and make others aware too. We 
must continue to raise awareness for their situation and make Du‘a’ that Allah grants them 
patience, steadfastness, and that He grants them better than what we have. 


When you are walking to the Masjid or to visit your family, make Du‘a’ for those that 
cannot. Make Du‘a’ for those who were born into a lockdown, and know nothing else 
other than oppression, unjust restrictions and forceful subjugation. 


Make Du‘a’ for change, and work for it! 


“Our Lord, take us out of this city of oppressive people and appoint for us 
from Yourself a protector and appoint for us from Yourself a helper?” 


Sarah an-Nisd’ (4): 75 





